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Abstract

It has been common for scholars to pay more attention
to the Protestant Reformers’ theology than to their pastoral
practice. This article seeks to provide a more balanced view
by focusing on Martin Bucer of Strasbourg as a case study.
The article begins by providing a biographical sketch of Bucer,
specifically for the Chinese readers’ better understanding of the
first-generation Reformer who has been much neglected. The
article proceeds to investigate closely Bucer’s pastoral practice
in detail, including 1) his determined endeavour to bring
Luther and Zwingli to agreement on the issue of the nature of
the Eucharist; 2) his considerable encouragement and careful
guidance for the young Calvin; and 3) his intentional restraint
from being involved in controversies in his later years in
England. As the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation
is approaching, this article presents a Reformer who practices
what he preaches, and highlights the practical and pastoral

dimension of Bucer’s—and many other Reformers’—work.



