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Abstract

Gustav Adolf Deissmann is one of the most influential German
scholars of the New Testament between the two World Wars. He is
regarded as a scholar who “has played a pivotal role in several wholly
different fields of scholastic inquiry.” His best known contribution is
on the Greek language of the New Testament, and he is called the father
of the New Testament philologist. Scholars used to understand the New
Testament language as either a particular Greek of the Holy Ghost or as a
replete with Semitisms. G. A. Deissmann, however, argues that the New
Testament Greek is a common language for daily life and business. He is
also a pioneer of probing into contextualization of the social world of the
early church. He is described as a person who is interested in three areas:
“postclassical Greek, the archaeological and social context of primitive
Christianity, and international ecumenism.” This paper will focus on his
studies of Greek language, development of Christianity, and international
ecumenism, and this paper will argue for both the strengths and weaknesses

of his methods.
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