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Abstract

This paper focuses on the characterization of the “evil men” in the
first instruction in the Book of Proverbs (1:8-19). The study uses literary
analysis and an exegetical method to seek a deeper understanding of
the evil men’s characteristics as presented explicitly and implicitly in
the Hebrew text and to draw implications from that understanding.
The instruction involves a father, a young man and “evil men.” Those
“evil men” serve as a type representing all who practise evil and entice
people to follow them. The father, the primary speaker throughout,
warns the young man to be aware of the danger posed by them. He
portrays them from the perspective of one older and wiser and exposes
the reality behind their false blandishments. He warns his son against
them by constructing and then deconstructing their deceptive attraction.
The study shows that the instruction not only teaches moral lessons
about resisting temptation and shunning evil but also carries theological

significance about choosing wisdom and fearing Yahweh.
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