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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to understand the history of spiritual
care in hospitals of Taiwan. By collecting historical literatures and
interviewing related persons, the author explored the historical context
through three different paths: (1) military hospitals, (2) Christian
hospitals, and (3) other hospitals that have hospice units. The study
found that the first lady, Mayling Soong Chiang (% K3E#H; ) was
the key person who promoted the mission of spiritual care in military
hospitals. She employed chaplains to visit and share Jesus’ love and
salvation to those lonesome military patients. Dr. Lien Hua Chow
( JEI%%3E ) was appointed as the supervisor who educated military
chaplains to fulfill the caring mission. In the path of Church hospitals,
both Protestant and Catholic hospitals were initiatively contributed by
medical missionary teams coming from Western developed countries.
Missionaries asserted to heal the soul as well as the body. They valued
spiritual care just as medical care. The legacy of chaplaincy is still an
indispensable department in Christian hospitals. The third path is closely
related to the worldwide Hospice and Palliative Care Movement. The
main spirit of hospice care would employ the holistic care to alleviate the
total pain of patients with terminal illness. Spiritual care has become one
of professions in the hospice interdisciplinary team. Because the medical
policy in Taiwan followed the mainstream of hospice care, Christian
spiritual caregivers have opportunities to enter non-Christian hospitals,
not only to help patients die well but also to comfort their families
with peace. It is hoped that by reviewing these paths, Christians may
understand the history of Christian spiritual care in Taiwan hospitals,
recognize opportunities for providing Christian spiritual care in hospitals

nowadays, and expect that Christian spiritual care in hospitals could
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continually demonstrate Christ’s love, comfort, and healing power in the

future.
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