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Abstract

For many readers of the Bible, it seems obvious that “Joshua
is a book about warfare.” The Book of Joshua not only reports the
famous battles of Jericho and Ai, it also shows how the Lorp fulfilled
His promise of the land by means of these battles. Regarding how the
ancient Israelites appeared in the land of Canaan, the so-called “conquest
model” largely exists based on the conquest narratives from the Book
of Joshua. However, should “the battles against the Canaanites” be
considered the most important theme for the Book?

This essay begins with a brief introduction of Robert Alter’s The
Art of Biblical Narrative, and, through his method of narrative analysis,
interprets the conquest narratives in Joshua chapters 6-12. Following,
the essay combs through the texts surrounding battles in Joshua chapters
6-12; then discusses these texts according to the four general rubrics
proposed by Alter: word, action, dialogue, and narration. The essay
synopsizes the above discussions in conclusion and provides a structural
diagram for the whole section. By means of the discussions, the writer
of this essay argues that, although war is still one of many themes in the
Book of Joshua, it is rather a carrier for many themes of the Book, set as
scenery for the presentation of other issues. In other words, war is not

the principal axis emphasized by the author of the Book of Joshua.
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