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Abstract

This article offers glimpses of the long and fascinating reception
history of the book of Jonah through interaction with sermons,
commentaries, artwork, and literature. It explores how the three main
sets of characters in the book—Jonah, the sailors, and the Ninevites—
have been instrumental in anti-Jewish polemics, and it discusses not
only the Christian interpretations but also the Jewish rejoinders. It first
looks at the different appreciations of the character of Jonah. Whereas
Christian interpreters have tended to depict Jonah as a small-minded
example of Jewish particularism, Jewish interpreters have highlighted
his heroic willingness to die in order to ensure Israel’s survival. It then
explores how the sailors in Jonah 1:12—16 have metamorphosed through
the centuries: they have been portrayed as exemplary precursors of
Gentile Christians, types for those Jews willing to have Jesus crucified,
Christian representatives of the mediaeval inquisition, and pious
converts to Judaism. It likewise demonstrates how the Ninevites have
been transformed in the hands of their Jewish and Christian interpreters.
In particular, the article explores how the Ninevites’ repentance in Jonah
3:5-8 have been used to fuel anti-Jewish comparisons and how Jewish
scholars have responded by casting doubts on their sincerity. The article
also examines two specific verses—Jonah 2:9 and 4:7—that each has
given rise to Jewish-Christian polemic. It concludes with a discussion of
the overarching message of the book of Jonah: is it about God’s mercy

or his failure to be just?

Keywords: Jonah, divine justice, anti-Jewish polemic, reception history,

Jewish, Christian



Lena-Sofia Tiemeyer - 5N —EEEF R ZEE 33

M : |
3

B B

BE

ASGEBEFREREE - R - EAIER SRR A

» —EERKEE KA HTIAAB RGN - A5
_ﬂiﬁ%@——@g IRFRIESERA ——1E SO A G B Y
TEH - SRR B FE AU R R A RIRIE o ARSCE Se IR %
I — AR E R o BB AR AR RSl R oK
REIR L3 L — Ml Co b M B O B - 1 9 AR MR Ul L s e £
DIS I A7 i < BRI - HRA SRR AT EE
— B R NEIR KA - A PR R SN R T
LAERLSEEE ~ ARLEAER IR ET 72+ 7 2 ERURER A LRI ~
RO B AT FABE TR > DURER IR R ERRAE1E - AR
(A B A I E R AR R E R A 5 e JE M A AN frT st - AL
FenlRAHERI =& =5 N 2/ \Fi e e A e S 1 2 m el
[AERALE - DUR AR ERE B MR R AT FRor 5 - ASURE
BT RFEAES —— KIS R LR B Y R R — RS [
%tk FABEEZ I Fam - A SCitkadimi S5 E R

P Erg i o B RAENETT AR 7

L

RABEER © KU~ LAV Es DO ~ BEsl ~ R~ BV



