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Abstract

The application of Martin Buber’s theory of the “I and Thou” and “I
and It” attitudes to the dyad of the Young Man, the implied reader of the
text, and wisdom/Woman Wisdom illuminates the complementary and
indispensable “I-It” and “I-Thou” attitudes which indicate respectively
an intellectual learning of wisdom and a loving commitment to
Woman Wisdom. In terms of intellectuality, the Young Man is the “T”
and wisdom the “It” which the “I” can learn, memorize, explore and
understand. In terms of affection, either the Young Man or Woman
Wisdom can adopt the “I-Thou” or “I-She/He” attitude toward the
other, depending on the closeness or distance in the dyad. The “I-Thou”
encounter, in particular, represents an intimate relationship marked by
dialogue, mutual love and commitment. To attain the goal of the pursuit
of wisdom means to fulfill a commitment to the “eternal Thou.” The fear

of Yahweh has been the beginning and the end of that pursuit.
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