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Abstract

Since the late Qing Dynasty, The United Methodist Free Church
came to Wenzhou and established churches, schools and other service
systems for several years. It has been widely known and accepted by
Wenzhou people, and has trained local missionary assistants to assist
the missionary cause. During the period of the Republic of China, a
young man, named Timothy S. H. Yu, was a training focus of Western
missionaries. But unexpectedly, after the baptism of the May Fourth
Movement, Timothy became a member of the Chinese Communist
Party that developed in Wenzhou. His heart of national salvation was
no longer confined to the church. While preaching sermons, he was
eager to participate in the promotion of communism. The communist
pastor Timothy, who is not the same as before, forcibly separated from
the Rev. James W. Heywood on the grounds of the independence of
the Chinese church, and founded the “Wenzhou Chinese Christian
Self-reliance Church”. Besides, he published articles criticizing that
the Western priests came to China to perish the country, and attracted
people to join the Self-reliance church. He later played a very important
role in the anti-church school movement of youth and student groups.
Up to now, the history of the Chinese Communist Party has recorded
Timothy as a loyal communist, and Chinese Communist Party has also
played a role in the establishment of self-reliance church. Regarding
this matter, the attitude of the Western priests revealed that Timothy’s
“nationalism” is obviously red ideology, which is arbitrarily criticized
with irrational remarks in order to seize the power of the church. From
this point of view, the self-reliance church in Wenzhou was established
after a power struggle. After that, for quite a while, Timothy went to

Shanghai to serve as the pastor of The TianAn Church, which was a
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self-reliance church, in order to avoid the Kuomintang’s clearing the
communist party. However, since Chinese Communist Party took power,
as an underground party member, he has been ruthlessly criticized
and sentenced to prison. He was characterized as a Christian pastor
who communicates with the enemy and sells the country. Therefore,
this article aims to sort out this person who wanders between the dual
identities of Christian priest (theism) and Communist (atheism), presents
the red cause of the establishment of ““self-reliance church”, and reflects
the relationship between him and the Western priests. It tells about His
Chinese communist underground party could hardly inherit the red
identity, but suffered the historical fate of a violence because of his

Christian priesthood.
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