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Abstract

This article develops the thesis of “shared wisdom as the gift of the
faith community” from a practical-theological perspective, examining
how Chinese churches in the post-pandemic era may reconstruct
their identity as “educative faith communities” amid knowledge
commodification, spiritual fragmentation, and generational discontinuity.
The study first articulates the biblical and theological foundations of
shared wisdom, offering an ontological critique of the commodification
of knowledge. It argues that treating truth as tradeable capital reduces
faith education to efficiency-driven consumption, thereby eroding the
public and gracious character of wisdom.

Historically and contextually, the study traces the communal
character of wisdom. Bringing Groome’s shared Christian praxis,
Palmer’s relational epistemology, and Allen’s intergenerational
formation into conversation, it specifically addresses the cultural
tensions within the Chinese context — such as the Confucian reverence
for authority and the dynamics of “face” — and proposes pathways for
transforming authority and creating spaces of grace.

On the practical level, the article outlines educational practices
ordered toward shared wisdom: shifting from teacher-centered
transmission to co-learning and shared responsibility; highlighting
fellowship groups as key arenas for the flow of wisdom; and
emphasizing the necessity of “embodiment” in response to the
“disembodiment” of digital media. By weaving personal narratives into
a “liturgy after the liturgy,” the article argues that “shared wisdom”

serves as a core paradigm for Christian education, offering a pathway
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that is both theologically grounded and culturally responsive for the

post-pandemic church.

Keywords: christian education, shared wisdom, community of wisdom,
communal theology, theology of gift, post-pandemic church,
discipleship formation



