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Abstract

Proverbs 1-9 employs erotic language to articulate the theme

bl

of “the pursuit of wisdom,” emphasizing a romantic relationship
between Woman Wisdom and the young man, the implied reader
of the text. Woman Wisdom captivates him with her generosity,
promising abundant material and spiritual blessings while
nurturing his affection. This study explores, through Hebrew
exegesis, how Woman Wisdom expresses her generosity and

reflects on the implications of her love and giving for readers.

Research reveals that Woman Wisdom’s generosity manifests
in three ways: her willingness to provide help, wealth, and
kindness. Her provisions are abundant, exceeding all expectations.
First, she actively seeks out the young man in public spaces, freely
offering her teachings without reservation (Prov. 1:20-33). She
closely guides and protects him on his journey toward wisdom,
laying a foundation for a future romantic relationship (Prov. 2:10—
12; 4:6; 6:22-24). Second, she promises financial rewards, giving
wealth and honor to those who love her and inviting the young
man into a meaningful relationship with her (Prov. 8:1-36). Third,
she demonstrates kindness by hosting a grand banquet for the
young man, fulfilling her promises through mutual affection (Prov.
9:1-6). Woman Wisdom’s gifts are both beneficial and marked by
exceptional quality and quantity, surpassing those of her rivals —
the Strange Woman and Woman Folly.

To the young man seeking wisdom, Woman Wisdom is
affluent, extraordinary, and irresistibly attractive — undeniably a

worthy pursuit. She actively invites people to turn to her, seek her,
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and build a loving relationship with her. Her abundant generosity
stirs desire and motivates pursuit. This generosity becomes a
“pathos of desire” because her gifts — whether material rewards,
spiritual blessings, or even herself — are freely given. Before it is

too late, anyone willing to turn to her can receive her provisions.
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