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Abstract

This essay explores Karl Barth’s perspective on original sin
through his Christological approach to sin and evil, highlighting
its divergence from classical Western traditions. Traditionally,

>

original sin is situated within “human nature,” seen as corrupted
since the fall, universally transmitted through procreation, and
resulting in a pervasive state of sin. Barth, however, challenges
this framework by ontologically prioritizing God’s reconciling
grace in Jesus Christ over sin and evil (understood as the concrete
form of “nothingness”), rendering them “impossible possibilities”
without any distinct ontological status. For Barth, sin and evil
exist only parasitically, solely in opposition to and as conquered
by what they oppose, akin to shadow in relation to light. In this

light, original sin is ascribed to us only as it stands defeated by the

righteousness conferred upon us by Jesus Christ.

For Barth, humanity’s sinfulness is understood through
the witness of Jesus Christ, rather than through an ontological
“formal-causal” principle, such as an inherited sinful human
nature that compels people to sin. Scripture declares humanity
sinful “because all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). Thus, Adam
serves as a representation of humanity’s condition before God,
with all humans being “in Adam” by virtue of their shared state of

sinfulness.

Keywords: Karl Barth, original sin, Hamartiology, Christology,

Adam, human nature, nothingness



